The export of books from the Republic  (The Hague ), p. , where the trade from the North to the South and from the South to the North is discussed, on the basis of (p. , n. ) the study by Leuven.
 'although considerably smaller' than the trade to France, England and Germany: H. as 'an important marketing area' for the publishers and booksellers of the Northern Netherlands,  and a fourth speaks of 'practically no demand for Dutch books [. . .] in the South Netherlands'.  However, on the level of specific instances occasional numerical data can be found which provide (in)direct indications of the share of the Republic in the South-Netherlandish book trade. P.J. Begheyn for example, who compiled a list of  Jesuit publications issued by the Elzeviers in the seventeenth century, is able to identify in this list  editions that were printed under a South-Netherlandish imprint -and thus were presumably in part also intended for this market,  and H. Meeus found in the Plantin-Moretus ledgers  titles that had been bought in the North during the period -.

In the present study the importance of the Northern Netherlands for the import of books into the South is calculated by an extrapolation of fairly accurate numerical data. We owe these data to a unique source which has been preserved thanks to a lucky coincidence and which so far has only been pointed out in the literature, but was not previously used. We are referring here to the catalogue of the Roermond Carthusian monastery Bethlehem, as compiled during the years - by the monk Willem-Josef Peeters.

In the following section the background of the Roermond charterhouse and the library catalogue is first briefly explained. When subsequently the broad intrinsic outlines in the corpus of all titles from the Republic that are listed in the catalogue have been presented, the results of the quantatitive calculations will follow. The article rounds off with conclusions. The appendices comprise the list of titles, the tables and graphs and the necessary explanatory notes regarding the technique and method of the research.
